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This guide will help you to recognise aircraft made by ATR  on your spotting trips. 
Sometimes there are many sub-types of an aircraft. The differences between 
them are hard to see, so it’s already good if you can recognise the basic versions 
of the aircraft. Have much fun with this guide!

The number of passengers depends on the seat configuration of the aircraft 
(Economy class, Business class,…). This differs from airline to airline, so 
averages or the capacity with a 3 class configuration and the capacity with a 1 
class configuration (e.g. 220-280 passengers) are displayed.

The range or flight distance depends on the engines with which the aircraft 
fly, the amount of fuel aboard and the load of the aircraft, here are averages or 
the max. range with max. payload and the max. range with almost no payload 
aboard (except fuel) displayed.

The landing gear is displayed as follows:
-head landing gear: this is the landing gear beneath the fuselage, the number of 
wheels is for one gear leg.
-nose landing gear: this is the gear beneath the nose, always one gear leg.

If you find mistakes or have comments, please contact me at: 
contact@spotterfreak.net

Abbreviations:
MTOW: Maximum take-off weight 
ULD: Large Cargo Door 
Quick Change: the aircraft can be transformed quickly form passenger version to 
cargo version and vice versa.
ASW: Anti-Submarine Warfare
MP: Maritime Patrol

1. Index: The ATR family

ATR 42 Series ATR 72 Series
ATR 42-200/-300 ATR 72-200

ATR 42-320 ATR 72-210
ATR 42-400 ATR 72-500
ATR 42-500 ATR 72-600
ATR 42-600

2. The Aircraft

2.1 ATR 42 Series
The ATR 42 is a turboprop short-haul aircraft, it has a high wing profile and T-tail 
and offers place for ca. 42-50 passengers. There are 5 different versions of the 
ATR 42:

Remarks:
-high wing profile
-T-tail                        -no winglets
-2 turboprop engines  -head landing gear: 2 wheels, nose landing gear: 2 wheels
-ATR 42-200/-300

© Spotterfreak.net – Wouter Plaetinck



The ATR 42-200 was the first aircraft of ATR, this version was a prototype. The 
ATR 42-200 changed its name for ATR 42-300 when it entered service. The –300 
version has a greater payload, range (ca. 1185 km) and a higher MTOW than the 
prototypes. The ATR 42 Cargo was then a quick change passenger/freighter 
version. The production stopped in 1996.

-ATR 42-320
The –320 was an improved version of the ATR 42-300 and it had P&W121 
engines (2100 hp).The production stopped in 1996.

-ATR 42-400
The –400 was powered by P&W121A engines fitted with 6-blade propellers.
It was just an interim development.

-ATR 42-500
The ATR 42-500 is a new-generation version of the ATR 42. It is fitted with P&W 
127 engines with six blade propellers. The –500 has also a reinforced fuselage 
and wing, a new passenger cabin and flight deck, new brakes and strengthened 
landing gear that made higher operation speeds and weights possible.

-ATR 42-600 (provisional)
This version is not yet build. It will fly with the new P&W 127M engines and it will 
offer more passenger comfort and the latest innovations in the cockpit. 
The ATR 42-600 will be introduced during the second half of 2010.

-Other variants:
  -The ATR 42 ULD (Large Cargo Door) Freighter and the ATR 42 Bulk Freighter 
are ideal for cargo. There is also a Quick Change version. ATR 42s can be 
converted into these versions.
  -The ATR Surveyor is ideal for maritime and coastal surveillance, Search and 
Rescue, Pollution Detection and Control, Vessel Search, and Identification and 
Surveillance.
  -The ATR 42 Corporate Version is an office and conference room in the air.

2.2 ATR 72 Series
The ATR 72 is longer and has a higher passenger capacity than the ATR 42, and 
it’s also a turboprop short-haul aircraft with a high wing profile and T-tail. It has 
a capacity of 62-74 passengers. There are 4 versions of the ATR 72:

Remarks:
-high wing profile
-T-tail
-2 turboprop engines
-no winglets
-head landing gear: 2 wheels, nose landing gear: 2 wheels

-ATR 72-200
This was the original production version. It was powered by P&W 124B engines.
The ATR 72-200 has a range of 2222.3 km.

-ATR 72-210
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This is an ATR 72-200 with P&W 127 engines for improved performance.

-ATR 72-500
The –500 was originally named ATR 72-210A. This upgraded version has six-
bladed propellers on the same P&W 127 engines. Other improvements include 
higher maximum take-off weights and better performance.

-ATR 72-600 (provisional)
This version is not yet build. It will fly with the new P&W 127M engines and it will 
offer more passenger comfort and the latest innovations in the cockpit. 
The ATR 72-600 will be introduced during the second half of 2010.

-Other variants:
  -The ATR 72 has also cargo versions, the ATR 72 ULD (Large Cargo Door) 
Freighter and the ATR 72 Bulk Freighter. There is also a Quick Change version. 
ATR 72s can be converted into one of these versions.
  -The ATR 72 ASW (Anti-Submarine Warfare) integrates the ATR 42 MP 
(Maritime Patrol) mission system with the same on-board equipment but with 
additional ASW capabilities: Rotary sonobuoy launcher and MAD system, chaff 
and flare for passive defence, armaments launch system for torpedoes, anti-skip 
missiles and depth chargers.
  -The ATR 72 Corporate Version is an office and conference room in the air. 

ATR 72-500 Bangkok Air (Source: ATRaircraft.com)

ATR 42-500 Air Tahiti (Source : ATRaircraft.com)
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