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This guide will help you to recognise aircraft made by Airbus on your spotting 
trips. Sometimes there are many sub-types of an aircraft. The differences 
between them are hard to see, so it’s already good if you can recognise the basic 
version of the aircraft. Have much fun with this guide!

The number of passengers depends on the seat configuration of the aircraft 
(Economy class, Business class,…). This differs from airline to airline, so 
averages or the capacity with a 3 class configuration and the capacity with a 1 
class configuration (e.g. 220-280 passengers) are displayed.

The range or flight distance depends on the engines with which the aircraft 
fly, the amount of fuel aboard and the load of the aircraft, here are averages or 
the max. range with max. payload and the max. range with almost no payload 
aboard (except fuel) displayed. 

The landing gear is displayed as follow:
-head landing gear: this is the landing gear beneath the fuselage, the number of 
wheels is for one gear leg.
-nose landing gear: this is the gear beneath the nose, always one gear leg.

If you find mistakes or have comments, please contact me at: 
contact@spotterfreak.net

Abbreviations: 
(C)= Convertible: passenger/cargo version, the seats can be removed and cargo 
ca be placed on the main deck.
(F)= freighter : this kind of aircraft carries cargo
MTOW= maximum take-off weight 
ACJ= Airbus Corporate Jetliner
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1.Index: The Airbus Family

A300/310 A320 A330 A340 A350 A380 Beluga
A300-600(F) A318 A330-200(F) A340-200 A350-800 A380-700 A300-600ST
A310-200(C) A319 A330-300 A340-300 A350-900 A380-800

A310-300 A320 A340-500 A350-1000 A380-900
A321 A340-600

2.The Aircraft

2.1 A300-600(F)

The A300-600 was the first product of Airbus. It’s a short to medium range 
widebody aircraft with 2 engines. It has a maximum range of 6670-7505 km. 
This aircraft offers place for approximately 250 to 300 passengers. The 
production stopped in 2007.

Remarks:
- 2 engines
- no winglets (sometimes very small= wingtip fences)
- 3 main exits and 1 emergency exit above the wing
- head landing gear: 4 wheels, nose landing gear: 2 wheels

2.2 A310-200(C) and –300(F)(C)

The A310 is a medium to long range widebody aircraft. It’s a short version of the 
A300-600. The A310-300 has more fuel efficient and powerful engines, a higher 
range (9600 km) and a higher MTOW than the A310–200. The –300 has also 
small winglets (wingtip fences). The A310-200 and A310-300 have both place for 
ca. 220-280 passengers. The production of both types stopped in 2007.

Remarks:
-2 engines
-2 main exits and 1 emergency exit above the wing
-A310-200: no winglets, A310-300: very small winglets (=wingtip fences)
-head landing gear: 4 wheels, nose landing gear: 2 wheels

2.3 A318

The A318 is the shortest (31m) and newest member of the A320 family. It is 
designed for short and medium haul flights with a range between 2750-6000 km 
(depending on MTOW). There is place for ca. 107-117 passengers. The A318 Elite 
is a VIP version.

Remarks:
-2 engines
-2 main exits and 1 emergency exit above the wing
-small winglets (=wingtip fences)
-head landing gear: 2 wheels, nose landing gear: 2 wheels
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2.4 A319

The A319 is a short version (33m) of the A320. It has a range between 
3350-7200 km. In a two-class version, there is place for 124-134 passengers.
A version with only economy class has ca. 156 seats. There is also a VIP-version 
available: the A319 ACJ (Airbus Corporate Jetliner).

Remarks:
-2 engines
-2 main exits and 1 emergency exit above the wing (the version for Easyjet and 
Niki has 2 emergency exits above the wing and 156 seats)
-small winglets (=wingtip fences)
-head landing gear: 2 wheels, nose landing gear: 2 wheels

2.5 A320

The A320 (37m) is the founding member of the A320 family. The maximum 
range lies between 4840-5700 km. There are seats for approximately 150-170 
passengers. There are 2 versions: the A320-100 and A320-200 (wingtip fences 
and increased fuel capacity). The A320 ACJ(Airbus Corporate Jetliner) is a VIP-
version.

Remarks:
-2 engines
-2 main exits and two emergency exits above the wing
-A320-100: no winglets, A320-200: small winglets (=wingtip fences) 
-head landing gear: 2 wheels, nose landing gear: 2 wheels

2.6 A321-100 and -200

The A321 is the longer version (44m) of the A320 and is designed for short to 
medium distances. The maximum range lies between 4400-5600 km. There is 
place for 180-200 passengers. There are 2 versions of the A321: the A321-100 
(only longer than the A320) and the A321-200 (more powerful engines, higher 
take-off weight and extra fuel capacity). 

Remarks:
-2 engines
-4 exits
-small winglets (=wingtip fences)
-head landing gear: 2 wheels (B757: 4 wheels), nose landing gear: 2 wheels

2.7 A330-200(F) and –300
The A330 is a large aircraft with 2 engines, designed for medium distances. The 
first version, the A330-300, has a range of ca. 10.000 km and it can carry 
295-335 passengers. The A330-200 (range: ca. 12.500 km; passengers: 
253-380) is developed because the A340-200 had at the beginning little success. 
The A330-200 has the fuselage of the A340-200 and the engines of the 
A330-300. 
 
Remarks: -2 engines  -4 exits  -winglets  

© Spotterfreak.net – Wouter Plaetinck



                -head landing gear: 4 wheels, nose landing gear: 2 wheels

2.8 A340-200 and –300

The A340 is a large aircraft for long to very long flights. The first two versions of 
the A340 are the A340-200 (60m, 261-300 passengers, max. range 14.800 km) 
and the A340-300 (63m, 295-335 passengers, max. range 13.700 km). 
The A340-300 has a fuselage just as long as the A330-300. The A340-200 has a 
shorter fuselage, but can fly further.

Remarks:
-4 engines (‘cone’ shape)
-3 main exits and 1 emergency exit above the wing
-winglets
-head landing gear: 2 legs with 4 wheels and 1 leg (middle) with 2 wheels, nose 
landing gear: 2 wheels

2.9 A340-500 and –600

The A340-500 and –600 are more developed, have a longer fuselage, more 
powerful engines and a larger wing surface than the older A340-200 and –300.
The A340-500 has a range of ca. 16.000 km and can carry 295-350 passengers, 
the A340-600 has a range of ca. 14.000 km and can carry 320-485 passengers.

Remarks:
-4 engines (larger than the engines of A340-200 and –300)
-4 main exits and 1 emergency exit above the wing
-winglets
-head landing gear: 3 legs with 4 wheels, nose landing gear: 2 wheels

2.10 A350-800, -900(F) and –1000

The A350 XWB(Extra Wide Body) is a medium size aircraft designed for medium 
and long flights. There is place for 270-375 passengers. The main difference 
between the –800, -900, and –1000 versions is the length of the fuselage and 
passenger capacity. The –900 version has also a bigger range and there is also a 
–900F(freighter) version available. Currently, the A350 is in design phase.

Remarks (provisional):
-2 engines
-4 main exits
-large winglets
-A350-800 shorter than A350-900, A350-1000 longer than A350-900

2.11 A380-700, -800 and -900
The A380 is the largest plane in the world. The basic version is the A380-800, 
with place for 555 passengers (3 class). Possible future versions are the smaller 
A380-700 (465 passengers) and the larger A380-900 (650 passengers).

Remarks:  -4 engines -2 floors -winglets (=wingtip fences)
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2.12 Beluga (A300-600ST)

The Beluga or A300-600ST(Special Transport) is designed to transport large 
components from Airbus planes, companies can also rent one of the 5 Beluga’s.

Remarks: 
-2 engines
-special fuselage
-special tail
-special nose

The proud of Airbus: the A380
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